Introduced by Council Member Love: 
RESOLUTION 2017-29-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DR. RICHARD DANFORD, JR., FOR HIS OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP OF THE JACKSONVILLE URBAN LEAGUE FOR OVER A QUARTER CENTURY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the National Urban League is one of the nation’s premier civil rights advocacy organizations that has always been in the vanguard in advancing the causes of social justice and  economic empowerment; and

WHEREAS,
in 1947, some seventy years ago, prominent black and white citizens of Jacksonville enlisted in the struggle against Jim Crow laws that stifled African American efforts in the struggle for social justice, educational opportunities and economic empowerment by organizing a Jacksonville affiliate of the National Urban League; and

WHEREAS,
in the 1960s, the Jacksonville Urban League launched the first state-wide anti-poverty initiative; in the 1970s, under the leadership of Executive Director Clanzel Brown, the Jacksonville Urban League became a multi-faceted agency that focused on employment and manpower programs; Vietnam Veteran Ronnie Ferguson succeeded Clanzel Brown and broadened the Urban League’s reach and initiatives. In 1991, Ferguson resigned and joined the Administration of Mayor Ed Austin. The Urban League’s Board turned to another U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran, Dr. Richard Danford, as its new Executive Director; and
WHEREAS,
prior to taking the helm at the Jacksonville Urban League, Richard Danford had been Dean of Students at Edward Waters College and head of the City’s Equal Employment Office; under his steady leadership, the Jacksonville Urban League has been committed to such initiatives as job training, youth development, housing, small business development and education. For years, the agency was the leader in childhood education through the Head Start program; and

WHEREAS,
under Dr. Richard Danford’s watch, the Jacksonville Urban League has established an array of partnerships that enhances the League’s reach into every corner of our neighborhoods and City. Those partners include the University of North Florida, Edward Waters College, Florida State College at Jacksonville, the corporate world of Wells Fargo, CSX, United Way, and other foundations, government agencies and individuals; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Richard Danford’s accomplished career has spanned nearly 50 years at the Urban League, the Mayor’s Office, Edward Waters College, Thomas Area Technical School and Upward Bound at the University of Florida; the recipient of a Bachelor of Science and Masters in Education degrees from Florida A & M University, Richard Danford earned a PhD degree in 1980 from the University of Florida; Dr. Danford served in the United States Army in Vietnam and as an officer in the Florida National Guard; a founding board member of the Florida Coastal School of Law and service on the Governor’s Blueprint Commission for Juvenile Justice, Dr. Richard Danford’s contributions to Jacksonville are numerous and widely-acclaimed; his spirit for service to others is embodied in the words that characterize the Jacksonville Urban League: empowering communities and changing lives; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Dr. Richard Danford, Jr., for his leadership of the Jacksonville Urban League for a quarter century and extends its best wishes for continued successes in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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